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,0ur interest in undertaking this 3' edition inventory project is driven by our conviction that higher education is fast
moving from the margins to the center of much discussion and debate among policymakers around the world. There is
a pressing need to understand what higher education institutions, systems, and their stakeholders require in order for
higher education to effectively play its many crucial roles in economic and social development around the world. Yet,
when compared to many other fields and disciplines, the scholarly study of higher education is a relatively new phenom-
enon worldwide, as is the professional or academic training of higher education leaders and professionals.”

Philip G. Altbach, Director of the Center for International Higher Education
and Research, Professor of Higher Education, Boston College, USA
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